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Transmission 
potential of 

asymptomatic and 
paucisymptomatic 

SARS-CoV-2 
infections: a three-

family cluster study in 
China

Journal of 
Infectious 
Disease

4/22/20 Epidemiology

Results from contact tracing, daily 
testing, and phylogenetic analysis 
of a three-family cluster support 

the idea of SARS-CoV-2 
transmission from asymptomatic 
or paucisymptomatic individuals 

(one mild symptom only) to others. 

The rapid person-to-person spread 
of SARS-CoV-2 has created 

concern that those who have no or 
mild symptoms may be spreading 

the disease. 

Case 
reports/series

Symptomatic patients with recent travel became likely 
sources of exposure for a patient who was asymptomatic 
when tested but who developed symptoms when isolated 
in the hospital and a patient who remained asymptomatic. 

This second set of patients were then the contacts of 
patients who became symptomatic, asymptomatic, and 
paucisymptomatic, suggesting possible transmission 
during the incubation period and while asymptomatic. 

Abnormal coagulation 
parameters are 

associated with poor 
prognosis in patients 

with novel coronavirus 
pneumonia

Journal of 
Thrombosis and 

Haemostasis
2/19/20 Prognosis

Abnormal coagulation parameters 
on admission to the hospital, 

especially an elevated D-dimer and 
FDP and a longer PT and aPTT, are 
associated with a higher mortality 

in COVID-19 patients. Further, 
those who die from COVID-19 may 
be more likely to develop DIC than 

those who survive. 

Coagulopathy has been associated 
with higher mortality in COVID-19 
patients, but specific parameters 

have not been well-identified.

Case 
reports/series

The study included 183 
patients who were 

consecuetively admitted to 
a hospital in Wuhan 

between January 1, 2020 
and February 3, 2020 with 

novel coronavirus 
pneumonia (NCP) per the 

WHO's criteria.

Overall, 11.5% of the study participants died, and about 
70% of non-survivors developed DIC during their hospital 
stay compared to less than 1% of survivors. There was a 

statistically significant difference in D-dimer, FDP, PT, and 
PTT between the study's survivors and non-survivors, with 

the non-survivors' test results suggesting worse 
coagulopathy on admission compared to survivors.

The implications of 
COVID-19 for the care 
of children living in 

residential institutions

The Lancet 
Child & 

Adolescent 
Health

4/21/20 Legal, Ethics & 
Management

Many residential institutions that 
house children are closing 
because of the COVID-19 

pandemic. Children have been 
quickly sent to live with families, 

leading to concerns about 
preparedness for children's needs 

and a recommendation for 
adequate planning and monitoring.

What is the best way to protect 
children who live in residential 

institutions during the COVID-19 
pandemic?

Ideas, 
editorials, 
reviews or 
opinions

It is likely best for children to be integrated into families 
with their individual needs identified and cared for both 

during the pandemic and afterwards, when children may 
also be abandoned due to the deaths of family members 
and widespread increased financial strain. Alternatively, 

adequate support should be developed for those who are 
in institutional care.

Ocular manifestations 
of a hospitalised 

patient with confirmed 
2019 novel 

coronavirus disease

British Journal 
of 

Ophthalmology
4/7/20 Diagnosis & 

Prevention

Viral RNA of SARS-CoV-2 may be 
in the conjunctiva of an infected 

individual for at least 5 days during 
the middle of the disease course, 

and they may have concurrent 
symptomatic viral conjunctivitis.

Are ocular complications of SARS-
CoV-2 possible? And, if so, at what 
point of the disease course do they 

occur?

Case 
reports/series

30-year-old man with 
COVID-19 and acute 
bilateral conjunctivitis

On day 13 of his illness, the patient had bilateral eye 
redness, tearing, the sensation of a foreign body being in 

his eye, and viral RNA of SARS-COV-2 was detected from 
a conjunctival swab; it was present on repeat testing until 

day 19 of his illness. His symptoms and eye exam 
continued to improve after detection, and as Ribavirin 

drops were prescribed on day 14 to be taken 4 times per 
day, it is possible that the medication was an effective 

treatment.

Digestive system is a 
potential route of 

COVID-19: an analysis 
of single-cell 

coexpression pattern 
of key proteins in viral 

entry process

Gut 4/2/20 Biology

The upper esophagus, ileum, and 
colon exihibit high expression of 

the cell receptor and protease that 
SARS-CoV-2 uses to enter host 

cells (ACE2 and TMPRSS2, 
respectively). Thus, it may be 

possible for the virus to have fecal-
oral transmission.

Prevention measures for COVID-
19 are centered around 

transmission through respiratory 
droplets, however, there may be 
other routes of transmission. The 

digestive tract is of particular 
interest for investigation due to the 

enteric symptoms seen in some 
patients.

Basic science

SARS-CoV-2 enters cells through ACE2 and TMPRSS2, 
which are not only co-expressed in lung AT2 cells, 

explaining entry through the respiratory tract, but are also 
co-expressed in upper esophageal epithelial and 
glandular cells and ileal and colonic absorptive 

enterocytes, which indicates that the digestive tract could 
be another site of virus entry into host cells.

COVID‐19 Infection in 
Patients with Sickle 

Cell Disease
British Journal 
of Haematology 4/21/20 Treatment

Sickle cell patients' chronic 
inflammatory and hemolytic 

anemic states may actually be 
protective factors against severe 

disease, though further evidence is 
needed to support the presented 

cases.

More severe cases of COVID-19 
are seen in those with certain 

medical co-morbidities and those 
who are immunocompromised. 

Thus, how does COVID-19 present 
in those with sickle cell disease 

(SCD)?

Case 
reports/series

Out of four SCD patients who tested positive for COVID-
19 at a single institution, three experienced milder disease 

than would be expected for those who are 
immunocompromised and prone to resiratory 

complications (ACS). Specifically, only one patient was 
intubated and required ICU care, while the other three 
patients were hospitalized for 2-8 days, had negative 

CXRs, and did not require supplemental oxygen.

Psychological support 
in times of COVID-19: 
the Essen community-
based CoPE concept

Journal of 
Public Health 4/20/20 Treatment

Essen, Germany has instituted a 
telehealth system for managing 
psychologic distress caused by 
COVID-19 and social distancing.

Social distancing has negative 
psychological impact on society. 

How can programs be 
implemented to combat this mental 

distress? 

Basic science

An integrated telehealth 
infrastructure was 

introduced into the Ruhr 
metropolitan region of 

western Germany

From a COVID-19 hotline in Essen, Germany, people with 
mental health concerns are directed to proper 

professionals who administer a semi-structured interview 
with need-based content. Repeated telehealth care can 

be administered. An accompanying website is provided to 
provide educational and reference materials.

Documented early 
circulation of 

Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID-19) in 
Florida, USA, since 

February 2020

Journal of 
Public Health 4/20/20 Epidemiology

Community circulation of COVID-
19 may have begun in February in 

Florida.

When did initial cases of COVID-19 
begin circulating the United 

States?

Case 
reports/series

Florida index case: 50yo 
Italian 

immunocompromised male 
with myalgia, fatigue, and 

low-grade fever

Patient travelled from Rome to Miami on 2/12 and was 
exposed in Florida around 2/19. His symptoms began on 

3/3. He returned to Florence through Rome on 3/6. 
Admitted to a Florence hospital on 3/7 and was confirmed 

with COVID-19 on 3/8.
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A Single Mass 
Gathering Resulted in 
Massive Transmission 
of COVID-19 Infections 

in Malaysia with 
Further International 

Spread

Journal of 
Travel Medicine 4/18/20 Epidemiology

As of April 13th, 35% of COVID-19 
cases in Malaysia could be traced 

to the Sri Petaling event. 
Participants also traveled 

internationally back to their home 
countries and seeded new COVID-

19 cases upon arrival

How do large gatherings of people 
impact the spread of SARS-CoV-

2?

Prospective 
cohort study

Participants at the Sri 
Petaling religious event in 

Malaysia

Sri Petaling participants traveled domestically and 
internationally from Cambodia, Vietnam, the Phillipines, 
India, South Korea, Brunei, China, Japan, and Thailand. 

Confirmed cases outside of Malaysia related to Sri 
Petaling were identified in Indonesia and the Phillipines.

Fear in the age of 
COVID-19

Advances in 
Radiation 
Oncology

Pre-Proof Treatment

Radiation therapy 
recommendations for cancer 

patients are now more influenced 
by shared decision-making and 
judgement than they have been 
before, as the highly evidence-

based field attempts to balance the 
risks of viral infection with those of 

disease progression for each 
individual patient.

When is it appropriate to delay 
radiation therapy for a cancer 
patient during the COVID-19 

pandemic?

Ideas, 
editorials, 
reviews or 
opinions

The lack of adequate data for how to manage radiation 
therapy during a pandemic has created substantial fear 

about how to provide the best treatment 
recommendations to optimize patient outcomes.

How to reorganize the 
access of children in a 

radiotherapy 
department in the era 
of COVID19, in order 
to protect themselves 
and elderly patients

Advances in 
Radiation 
Oncology

Pre-Proof Diagnosis & 
Prevention

The implementation of rules related 
to screening, hygiene, PPE, and 

number of visitors, and the 
separation of child and adult 

patients in a northeastern Italy 
radiation therapy clinic has been 
effective at preventing COVID-19 
spread in their patient population 

(no known cases).

What are effective ways to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19 from 

children, who have less severe 
presentations, to elderfy, who are 
at risk of more severe infections, 
when both populations recieve 
radiation therapy in the same 

facility?

Ideas, 
editorials, 
reviews or 
opinions

The following changes were successful: 1) two-step 
triage, 2) review of medical history, 3) delay of non-

essential visits, 4) evaluating those with rhinitis, 
conjunctivitis, cough, or fever, 5) hygiene education, 6) 

the use of surgical masks, 7) elimination of volunteers, 8) 
nasopharyngeal swabs only when indicated, 9) separate 
waiting rooms for adults and children, 10) children only 

accompianed by one parent, 11) separation of all patients 
in the schedule/recovery rooms, and 12) discontinuation 

of teaching and reduction of psychological services.
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